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and the Deccan States have been merged in the province
of Bombay; the unification of the States of the Himalayan
hills has brought into being the historic Himachal Pradesh
extending from the banks of the Yamuna in the east to the
borders of Jammu in the west; the union of the East Punjab
States has now become a reality and the question of the
State of Hyderabad has also been solved satis-
factorily.4
These political changes have removed some of the greatest
and the worst hurdles from the path of economic progress in
the backward regions of India and have cleared the way for
action. A reference to measures adopted in foreign countries
for the development of the backward regions has been made
earlier in the book.5 The example of the multi-purpose Tennes-
see Valley scheme adopted in the U. S. A. for the development
of the backward region comprising the valley of river Ten-
nessee has become almost classic in connexion with the deve-
lopment of backward regions. In India we appear to have
made a beginning by establishing the Damodar Valley Cor-
poration constituted on the lines of the Tennessee Valley
Authority.6 A number of other schemes in the valleys of the
rivers Kosi (Bihar), Nayar, Rihand, Chambal and Son (the
U. P. and C. I.), Mahanadi7 (Orissa), Indravati (Bastar),
Narbada, Tapti, and Sabarmati (Bombay and the C. P.),~
Tungabhadra (Hyderabad and Madras), and Dihang, Manas
and Bharauli (Assam) are in the offing.8
These schemes are particularly important in Eastern
India. Two important regions lying between the rivers Maha-
nadi and Godavari and between Mahanadi and Son are very
rich in forests and mineral wealth, especially coal, iron, man-
ganese, mica and bauxite. Rainfall in these areas is also not
deficient. Up to this time these regions remained backward
mainly on account of the curse of 'fragmented sovereignty*.
But now the merger and unification of the small States have
4 See pp. 4-5.                                  5 See pp. 269-72.
6  See foot-note p. 238.   The Damodar Valley Corporation Act was
passed by the Indian Legislature recently.
7 The foundation stone of Hirakud Dam was laid by Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru recently.
8  See pp. 5-6.